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Our proposal is part of the urban plan of Rudolph Bürkli, which 
encourages the development of large buildings along the west 
shore of Lake Zürich. The new building is intended to function 
as the core of the whole Swiss Re complex in Mithenquai, 
situated in the centre of the other buildings currently occupied 
by Swiss Re.

Our building contains the main atrium from which emerge 
the various connections to the other buildings in the complex 
from a single point of access control. The lower levels include 
fluid shapes generated from the circulation routes between the 
various buildings. All this is in contraposition to the categorical 
and canonical nature of a building that is clearly symmetric. All 
the common uses are located around this distribution space, 
from the auditorium to the meeting rooms and the recreation 
areas for staff. The large lobby, transparent in the east-west 
direction, full of activity and concentrating all the routes of 
circulation, is located in the centre of the complex, with the 
aim of promoting the understanding that the access is not for a 
single building, but rather a group of buildings.

A compact building like this is a good starting point: a large 
volume contained within a reduced surface guarantees low 
energy exchange with the exterior. The lighting and ventilation 
problems arising from this situation are addressed by means 
of three circular courtyards. The courtyards, whose climatic 
conditions can be easily controlled, provide unity to the three 
floors of offices. The open spaces, meeting and recreation areas 
are located around the courtyards, while the other offices adopt 
a more systematic design, trying to achieve the placement of the 
greatest number of workspaces as possible near the facades.

Finally, this east-west axis that defines the whole project 
appears once again strongly highlighted on the upper floors, 
which require specific spaces for areas occupied by the Board of 
Directors. Below the roof, responsible for the overall silhouette 
of the building, the volume opens towards the lake. Terraces 
are created between the exceptional spaces of the restaurant 
and the boardroom.
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Structural Section Technical Data

MAIN DATA
Client:
Address:
Type:
Status:  
Building costs:
Difference with budget:

DATAS
Competition:  
Design of project: 
Construction:
Implementation:

SURFACES
Site:
Main building:
Other buildings:
TOTAL:

PROJECT TEAM
Main Architect:
Collaborators: 

Local Architect: 
Interior design:
Lighting design:
Landscape architect:
Restoration architect:
Digital imaging:
Model:
Photography: 
Structural engineering: 
Climate engineer:
Building physics advisor:
Fire safety specialist:
Health and Safety: 
Urban planning: 
Survey:
Site control:
Contractors:

Offices for Swiss Re central Headquater. Zurich, Switzerland

TECHNICAL DATA OF THE PROJECT

Swiss RE (Swiss Reinsurance Company)
Mythenquai 50/60, PO Box. 8022 Zurich, Switzerland 
Offices
Competition. Finalists
X.XXX.XXX € (excl. VAT, price actualized: XX-2XXX)  
X,X % (motivo, mejora de calidad del cliente) 

2008
2008
-
-

5.536 m2

30.302 m2

-
30.302  m2
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-
-
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