
REPORT

The Amsterdam Museum is located at Sint Luciënklooster: 
a curious historical spot, near to the Begijnhof. Both areas 
represent a special place in the cultural heritage and pattern 
of Amsterdam: a combination of institutional buildings in a 
partially commercial and residential area, organized around 
irregular and randomly shaped courtyards. The entrances 
are scarce and the accesses are relatively small, hidden and 
sometimes difficult to find. Though this could be a disadvantage 
for the visibility of the Amsterdam Museum, we feel triggered 
to convert the disadvantage in its advantage. Accessibility and 
dynamism of these spaces can be improved and enlarged.
 
One of the courtyards of the plot, the Meisjesbinnenplaats, 
solemn, solid and somehow harsh appearance. This is the 
reason why we use it to change the current indifferent looks 
and activate it into an entrance square: the courtyard seems 
appropriate in size and prestige to provide the future main 
access to the Museum. This idea is related to the addition of a 
new public information square underneath, as a subterranean 
entrance area, to fulfill the needs of public services.
 
As generous gesture to access the Museum, we carve out the 
central part of the square, enabling daylight to come down 
and offer a space for public attention and worthy start of the 
Museums experience. The position is such that regardless the 
route one uses; there is a staircase that invites you to enter the 
museum.
 
The next point where we intervene is the Gallery of the Museum, 
in the past Gedempte Begijnensloot, later changed in the 
connection between the Spui and the entrance to the complex 
through St. Luciënsteeg. Here – on an existing pedestrian route 
through the area - the strategically placed staircases will again 
lead to the new entrance square.
 
Being a secluded Museum, we witness that the corner of the 
Nieuwezijdse Voorburgwal and the St. Luciënsteeg is the point 
where the museum could win more visibility. This building part 
has an indifferent monumental value so we propose a subtle 
new element that elegantly rises with a new entrance to the 
complex, which remarks the presence of the Museum on its 
busiest street.
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Technical Data

MAIN DATA
Client:
Address:
Type:
Status:  
Building costs:
Difference with budget:

DATAS
Competition:  
Design of project: 
Construction:
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Main building:
Other buildings:
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PROJECT TEAM
Main Architect:
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Local Architect: 
Interior design:
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Restoration architect:
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Photography: 
Structural engineering: 
Climate engineer:
Building physics advisor:
Fire safety specialist:
Health and Safety: 
Urban planning: 
Survey:
Site control:
Brand/ Product:
Contractors:
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